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Evidence Based Assessment 

The PARCC assessment system is 

designed to assess students’ readiness for 

success in college and careers. 



Key Shifts—Mathematics 

 

1. Focus strongly where the Standards focus 

2. Coherence: Think across grades, and link to 

major topics within grades 

3. Rigor: In major topics pursue conceptual 

understanding, procedural skill and fluency, 

and application with equal intensity. 



CLAIMS DRIVING DESIGN: 

MATHEMATICS 

Master Claim: On-track for college and career readiness. 

 
Students solve grade-level/course-level problems in mathematics as set forth in the Standards 

for Mathematical Content with connections to the Standards for Mathematical Practice. 

Sub-Claim E: 
Students  demonstrate 

fluency in areas set forth in 

the Standards for Content in 

grades 3-6 



Overview of Mathematics  

Task Types 

PARCC mathematics assessments will include three types of tasks: 

I. Tasks assessing 
concepts, skills and 

procedures 

Balance of conceptual 
understanding, fluency, 

and application 

Machine scorable; 
Included on EOY and PBA 

II. Tasks assessing 
expressing 

mathematical 
reasoning 

Written 
arguments/justifications, 
critique of reasoning, or 
precision in mathematical 

statements 

Mix of machine and hand 
scored responses; 

Included on PBA only 

III. Tasks assessing 
modeling/applications 

Modeling/application in 
a real-world context or 

scenario 

Mix of machine and hand 
scored responses; 

Included on PBA only 



Type I: Tasks assessing 

concepts, skills, and procedures 



Type II: Tasks assessing 

mathematical reasoning  



Type II: Tasks assessing 

mathematical reasoning  



Type III: Tasks assessing 

modeling/applications 



Type III: Tasks assessing 

modeling/applications 



ELA/Literacy Shifts at the 

Heart of PARCC Design: 

1. Complexity: Regular practice with complex 

text and its academic language. 

2. Evidence: Reading and writing grounded in 

evidence from text, literary and informational. 

3. Knowledge: Building knowledge through 

content rich nonfiction. 

Engage with 

Complex 

Text 

Extract and 

Employ 

Evidence 

Build 

Knowledge 



Claims Driving Design: 

ELA/literacy 

Students are on-track or ready for college and careers 

Students read and comprehend 

a range of sufficiently 

complex texts independently 

Reading 

Literature 

Reading 

Informational 

Text 

Vocabulary 

Interpretation 

and use 

Students write 

effectively when 

using and/or 

analyzing sources. 

Written 

Expression 

Convention 

and 

Knowledge of 

Language 

Students build 

and present 

knowledge 

through 

research and 

the 

integration, 

comparison, 

and synthesis 

of ideas. 



PARCC Summative Assessment:  

Item Types 

• Evidence Based Selected Response (EBSR) 

 

• Technology Enhanced Constructed Response 

(TECR) 

 

• Range of Prose Constructed Response (PCR) 



Evidence Based Selected 

Response: Grade 6 Example 

Part A 

Based on the passage from Julie of the Wolves, how does Miyax feel about her father? 

 a. She is angry that he left her alone. 

 b. She blames him for her difficult childhood. 

 c. She appreciates his thorough knowledge of nature. 

 d. She is grateful that he planned out her future. 

 

Part B 

Which sentence from the passage best shows Miyax’s feelings for her father?” 

 a. “She had been lost without food for many sleeps on the North Slope  

      of Alaska.” 

 b. “This could be done she knew, for her father, an Eskimo hunter, had  

      done so.” 

 c. “Unfortunately, Miyax’s father never explained to her how he had  

      told the wolf of his needs.” 

 d. “And not long afterward he paddled his kayak into the Bering Sea to hunt  

      for seal, and he never returned.” 

 

 



Technology Enhanced 

Constructed Response:  

Below are three claims that one could make based on the article 
“Earhart’s Final Resting Place Believed Found.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part A 

Highlight the claim that is supported by the most relevant and sufficient 
evidence within “Earhart’s Final Resting Place Believed Found.” 

Part B 

Click on two facts within the article that best provide evidence to 
support the claim selected in Part A. 

 

Claims 

Earhart and Noonan lived as castaways on Nukumaroro 

Island. 

Earhart and Noonan’s plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean. 

People don’t really know where Earhart and Noonan Died. 



PARCC Summative Assessment 

ELA/Literacy Performance Tasks 



Prose Constructed Response: 

Narrative Task 



Prose Constructed Response: 

Research Simulation Task 



Prose Constructed Response: 

Literary Analysis Task 



Literacy in Other Subject Areas 

Science 

Social Studies 

History 

Technical Subjects 



Major Shifts…Summary 

• Each item tied to multiple standards 

• Use of technology enhanced items 

• Use of authentic text (ELA/Literacy) 

• Writing tied to reading (ELA/Literacy) 

• Testing of content specific literacy standards 
(ELA/Literacy) 

• Performance based math items 

• Assessment of mathematical reasoning, modeling 
and application 

 

 



Accommodations Updates: 

• Reading accommodation and calculator policies 

 

• Writing accommodation policies 

 

• Accommodations manual 

 

• ELL accommodations 



Questions? 



Resources: 

For further information and resources related to 

the new assessment system, visit: 

www.azed.gov (Standards & Assessment, PARCC) 

www.parcconline.org  

 

THANK YOU! 

Wendi Anderson, M.Ed. 

Director for PARCC/Innovative Assessment 

wendi.anderson@azed.gov  
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